SAoIrse

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES

’
P -5 WL
4 - n X

‘YO‘U“I;éhI‘iStmﬂS
fundraising guide

Whether you're an experienced fundraiser or trying something like
this for the first time, we hope this guide gives you plenty of ideas
and confidence to raise funds and awareness for Saoirse.

And have fun along the way!

Inside, you'll find:
e Tried-and-tested festive fundraising ideas.
e Simple tips to help you raise more money.
e A bit about who we are and what we do.
e Advice on spreading the word about your fundraiser.
e Examples of how your fundraiser helps women and families
experiencing domestic violence.
e How to pay in the funds you raise.

We hope you find this guide helpful. Every euro

you raise helps provide safety, support, and hope.




10 Festive fundraising ideas

Whether in your workplace, school, church, or home, turn your
festive gathering into a ‘Make Christmas Happen’ event! Here are a
few ideas to inspire you - or you can do something completely
unique! Even if you already have something planned, these could be
fun additions to make your event extra special.

Workplace ideas

Christmas raffle

Invite colleagues to donate for
a chance to win fun perks and
prizes. Maybe even an extra day off
in 2026 for one lucky team
member!

9 Christmas coffee morning

Share festive treats and good
cheer in exchange for donations.
Encourage everyone to bring their
best homemade goodies.

o ‘Deck the Desks’ competition
Let the creativity flow! Staff

donate €10 to enter and decorate

their desks in full Christmas style.

School ideas

Christmas jumper day
Donate €5 and wear your
brightest, silliest Christmas jumper
(or any festive outfit!) for the day.

Winter talent show

Show off your skills for friends
and family, with ticket proceeds
helping women and children
experiencing domestic violence.

o Christmas pyjama day
Donate €5, rock your cosiest

Christmas PJs, and enjoy a comfy
festive day at school.



Get involved with your family and friends

o Christmas quiz night
Host a festive quiz and test

everyone's Christmas knowledge.

Teams donate €20 to play.

Festive bake sale

Perfect for neighbours or
church groups. Add a recipe swap
or allergen-friendly table to make it
extra special.

0 Christmas movie night

Set up a cosy double feature.
Guests donate to vote for which
Christmas classic makes the lineup!

Christmas crafternoon

Get together for an afternoon
of Christmas crafting. Each person
who takes part donates, or you
could sell your creations at a
Christmas fair, donating the
proceeds to Saoirse.




Here are some tried and tested tips to help you raise more funds
for families escaping domestic violence.

Create a fundraising page

Go to idonate.ie/sdvs and set
up an online fundraising page. It's
quick and easy to do and will make
your fundraising so much easier.
They also have great tips on how to
use your page effectively.

@ Personalise your page
@ Add a profile picture and
explain why you're supporting
Saoirse. A personal story builds
connection.

Set a fundraising goal

Aim high, but realistic!
Fundraisers who set a target tend
to raise more.

Kickstart by donating to your
page
It shows commitment and
encourages others to follow.

() Get sponsored
Your family and friends will be

excited to support your fundraiser.
Share your iDonate link with them
via Whatsapp, email, social media...
everything you can to get the word
out about your fantastic
fundraising.

First sponsor

Try to get a particularly
generous friend, colleague or
relative to be your first sponsor.
Others are then more likely to
match their amount.

Double what you raise...
instantly!
Ask your workplace if they'll match
what you raise. It's called matched
giving, a lot of companies do it,
and it could double your total in an
instant!

é': Spread the word

Use posters, emails, social
media, the local press... everything
you can to get the word out about
your fantastic fundraising.

Social media shout out

Keep people updated on
social media, with a link on each
post to your fundraising page. On
Instagram, add your fundraising
link to your bio. And don’t be afraid
to remind friends to support you -
people just need a nudge
sometimes.

‘ If you need any advice, or materials for your

fundraiser, please email fundraising@sdvs.ie




About Saoirse

Feel confident speaking about Saoirse Domestic Violence Services
and how your fundraising is changing and saving lives.

Saoirse has been supporting individuals and families experiencing
domestic violence for 20 years.

We provide a range of life-saving and life-changing services -
empowering women and children on their journey to safety
and recovery.

e We work with more than 500 families across South Dublin and
West Wicklow each year.

e We offer domestic violence refuge and safe house accommodation
to women and their children.

o We offer specialised support services to families affected by
domestic violence.

e We have a free 24-hour helpline, and answer more than 3,000 calls
for help each year.

e We engage with communities to educate and challenge
perceptions of domestic violence, focusing on prevention and
awareness.

e We campaign and advocate for social change, legislation, and
government policies to address the crime of domestic violence.




How to pay in the money you raise

Once your brilliant fundraising is complete, please send in the money as
soon as you can. That way, you’'ll start making a difference right away.

The quickest and easiest way is online at
sdvs.ie/donate

You can also pay in by cheque, phone or bank transfer:

By cheque By phone
Make the cheque payable to ‘Saoirse To make a donation over the phone,
Housing Association CLG" and post to: you can call our Fundraising

Manager on 085 786 9299.
Fundraising Team, Saoirse Domestic

Violence Services, PO Box 10819, By bank transfer

Tallaght, Dublin 24 Please email fundraising@sdvs.ie
and we'll provide you with our bank

Remember to include a note with details and a unique reference.

your details so we can say thank you.
Thank you.

e




Thank you and good luck
with your fundraiser!

We’'re here for you

Please contact our Fundraising Team if you have
questions or need help with your ‘Make Christmas
Happen’ event. We'd love to hear from you!

Get in touch at fundraising@sdvs.ie
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